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Special Selectboard Meeting Highlights 

Tuesday, November 15, 2016 

 

Board Approves First Class Liquor License Application for The Diner.  The Selectboard approved a 

request from Carl & Caetlin, LLC, d/b/a The Diner, for a First Class Liquor License for their restaurant, 

located at 66 Merchants Row. 

 

Board Fills Parks & Recreation Committee Vacancy.  The Selectboard appointed resident Mark Wilch 

to the Middlebury Parks & Recreation Committee.  The Committee still has one vacancy.  Interested 

parties can contact the Town Manager’s Office at 388-8100 ext. 202 or bdow@townofmiddlebury.org 

 

Selectboard Considers Request to Rename the Section of Water Street from Cross Street to Charles 

Avenue, Charles Avenue so that Charles Street would extend from Cross Street to Court 

Street/Route 7.  Board members discussed a request from Water Street resident Drew Campbell to 

rename the portion of Water Street that runs from the Cross Street intersection to the Charles 

Avenue transition be renamed Charles Avenue, to create a straight run of road from Cross Street to 

the high school with a single name.  As a long-time resident of Water Street Mr. Campbell noted that 

drivers unfamiliar with the road are frequently confused the manner in which Water Street and 

Charles Avenue have been named, with Water Street taking a 90-degree turn to the west as the name 

changes to Charles Avenue. 

 

As part of the discussion, the Board heard from other Water Street residents who expressed 

opposition to the idea, citing both the costs and potential confusion associated with being assigned a 

new street address and a loss of community identity.  After hearing from all interested parties on the 

matter, Board members decided that they would not pursue the re-naming request further at this 

time. 

 

Public Hearing on the Adoption of an Ordinance to Regulate Commercial Activity on Public 

Property.  The Selectboard conducted a second hearing on the proposed “Ordinance to Regulate 

Commercial Activity on Public Property.”  The Board had agreed to schedule the second hearing on 

the matter following its decision at the October 25th public hearing to remove language from the 

draft ordinance that would have provided an exception to the general prohibition against commercial 

activity on Town property for BMP-sponsored sidewalk sales in the Downtown Improvement District.  

There being no additional input from the public, the Board voted to adopt the “Ordinance to Regulate 

Commercial Activity on Public Property.”  In accordance with statute, the ordinance will become 

effective 40 days later, unless a referendum petition is filed, in which case the ordinance will not 

become effective until after the question of repeal is voted.  Copies of the ordinance are available at 

the Town Manager’s Office, 77 Main Street, or by request (contact Beth Dow at 

bdow@townofmiddlebury.org) 

 

Downtown Bridge Replacement Project Update.  Community Liaison Jim Gish discussed preparations 

for the public meeting presentation by the VTrans Project Team at Town Hall Theater on Thursday, 

November 17th, at 7:00 p.m. 

 

Board Approves Infrastructure Committee Recommendations on Award of Contracts for Winter 

Sand and new Pick-Up Truck for Public Works.  The Selectboard approved the Infrastructure 
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Committee’s recommendation to award the contract for winter sand to J.P. Carrara & Sons for the 

2016-17 season, at a cost of $9.25 per ton. 

 

The Board also approve the Infrastructure Committee’s recommendation to award a contract for the 

purchase of a new RAM 1500 pickup truck for the Public Works Department from Foster Motors, for a 

total cost of $30,662.  The purchase was approved by Middlebury voters at the 2016 Town meeting. 

 

Report on FY16 year-end budget results and FY17 year-to-date budget results as of October 31, 

2016. Preview of “major drivers” for FY2018.  Town Manager Kathleen Ramsay briefly recapped the 

unaudited FY16 budget results and FY17 year-to-date results, which are on track one-third of the way 

through the fiscal year.  Kathleen also gave a preliminary look at “major drivers” (changes in revenue 

and expense items known or anticipated for the coming fiscal year), including projected increases in 

wage and benefit items and the Infrastructure Committee’s recommendation for increased spending 

for capital improvements. 

 

Board Approves Bankruptcy Claim Settlement/Water & Sewer Account 004023-0010.  The Board 

authorized Town Manager Kathleen Ramsay to sign a letter drafted by Town Counsel accepting an 

offer from Tony and Nancy Neri to settle an outstanding water and sewer bill for their property at 

183 Industrial Avenue.  The outstanding balance, the result of a tenant bankruptcy at their 183 

Industrial Avenue property, had been a matter of ongoing discussion since 2007. 

 

Board Member Concerns. 

 

Donna Donahue reminded the community about the upcoming 40th Annual Turkey Trot on Sunday, 

November 20th, at 12:00 p.m.  This year’s event will begin at the new Recreation Facility on Creek 

Road.  Registration begins at 10:00 a.m. 

 

Link to register:  Turkey Trot Registration 

Link to volunteer: Volunteer Sign Up 

 

 

Video recordings of Middlebury Selectboard Meetings are available on the  

Middlebury Community Television web site:  

middleburycommunitytv.org 
 

 

These Selectboard Meeting Highlights are intended to provide a brief summary of Selectboard meetings to help communicate matters pending before the 

Selectboard to Town Employees, local officials and State Legislators.  The Highlights are not comprehensive minutes, and are not reviewed or endorsed by 

the Board before they are distributed.   Selectboard Meeting Highlights and other Town news and information are available via e-mail; sign up on the 

Town's website, or call the Town Offices, 388-8100, ext. 202. 

 

Kathleen Ramsay, Town Manager 
 


